The methodological problems of multinational epidemiological studies with particular reference to carbon black studies.
The reduction in the size of available populations within a single company or country has forced researchers to use multicentric and even multinational study designs. This paper describes an example of this approach by means of reviewing the published carbon black literature with specific regard to the epidemiological difficulties, the study design used in the multinational European carbon black study, and a discussion of the difficulties and weaknesses encountered. A number of solutions are proposed to counter the inherent drawbacks of this design, and it is felt that the advantages outweigh the disadvantages.